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Artpark among recipients of $5.47M
grant from Ralph Wilson Foundafion

Gov. Kathy Hochul on Friday an-
nounced $5.47 million in grants from
the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
to support improvements to trails in
three state parks in Western New
York. The grants will leverage $22.8
million total investment — including
S8 million from New York Power
Authority and the Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preserva-
tion — and make key upgrades to
trails in Artpark State Park in Ni-
agara County; extend Allegany State
Park’s Quaker Area Multi-Use Trail
in Cattaraugus County; and improve
the Genesee Valley Greenway State
Park in Allegany County.

Artpark State Park
Connector Trails

The Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Founda-
tion, created after the 2014 death
of Wilson, the former owner of the
Buffalo Bills and a cofounder of the
American Football League, along
with State Parks and the New York
Power Authority will fund a $9 mil-
lion comprehensive trail project in
Artpark State Park. When complete,
the park will be better connected to
the Village of Lewiston and the exist-
ing trails of the Lower Niagara River
Region.

Each entity will provide $3 million
to establish a series of formal trails
that connect the Shoreline Trail to
the Lower Niagara River trail system
that connects from the Village of
Lewiston north to Fort Niagara and
westward. Elements of the Artpark
project include:

Installing gateways at the Por-
tage and South Fourth Street en-
trances to the park to create a more
appropriate sense of arrival and as-
sist with circulation;

\ Improving the signature “Red-
brick Path” running through the
park;

\ Creating a sloped switchback
trail that connects the Shoreline
Trail to the upper Artpark parking
area. This includes a direct scramble
that will create an adventurous climb
to the overlook on the escarpment;

\ Transforming the existing South
Fourth street parking lot into a sus-
tainable parking area and multipur-
pose space;

\ Improving the Artpark gorge
trail system, including a pedestrian
bridge ravine crossing.

The Artpark projects come as a
plan to expand the Lower Niagara
River Trail network is being pre-

pared for release this spring. The
report, also funded by the Ralph C.
Wilson, Jr. Foundation, was devel-
oped by the Niagara River Greenway
Commission, which has led work to
find ways to create safer, off-road
connections north toward Old Fort
Niagara State Historic Site, south to-
ward Niagara Falls, and westward to
the Village of Lewiston.

Work on the Artpark trails will
begin in January 2023 and be com-
pleted by fall 2023.

New York Power Authority Chair-
man John R. Koelmel said, “NYPA
has been a big supporter of Artpark
for many years and is pleased to con-
tribute to the Artpark trails improve-
ment project. These collaborative
efforts will help expand the vision
for Artpark while complementing
the Niagara River Greenway Com-
mission’s focus on the unique natu-
ral, cultural, recreational and scenic
heritage of the Niagara gorge corri-
dor. By creating connections among
the area’s important landmarks, the
trails will help seed economic oppor-
tunities for the region, and ensure
Artpark’s place as a regional destina-
tion for living culture.”

‘In the Loop’: Lew-Port proposes $53M budget

BY DANIELLE MULLEN
Lewiston-Porter Board of Education President

We are definitely in the home
stretch of the 2021-22 school year
now! Hopefully everyone had a rest-
ful and relaxing spring break and
is ready to tackle these last eight
weeks. There is so much to look for-
ward to with more traditional events
taking place across all grade levels
for the first time since March 2020.

The Board of Education held its
regular meeting this past week on
Monday. The next couple of weeks
will be very busy with events leading
up to the annual school district meet-
ing and vote.

Superintendent of Schools Paul
Casseri will host a District Key Com-
municators meeting on Monday. This
meeting is focused on key budget
information and will also provide an
opportunity for the school board can-
didates to introduce themselves to
this group.

On Monday, May 9, a “Meet the
Candidates” night will be held at the
Board of Education work session.
This is a great collaboration with the
high school social studies depart-
ment, the PTSA and the Board of
Education. High school social stud-
ies students will have the opportu-
nity to ask the candidates questions
regarding a wide variety of issues re-
lated to the operation of the school
district. The public is welcome and
encouraged to attend to learn more
about each of the candidates and
why they chose to pursue this volun-
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teer position.

There are four candidates running
for three open seats this year. Incum-
bents Anika Fetzner and April Saks
are joined on the ballot by Chuck
Barber and Savana Bevacqua. All
three open seats are for three-year
terms. More detailed information
about these candidates can be found
on the district website, www.lew-port.
com, under Board of Education/An-
nual Budget Vote and Election.

The Board of Education is respect-
fully requesting the community’s con-
sideration and support for next year’s
proposed budget of $53,117,589. This
2022-23 proposed plan represents a
3.75% increase from last year’s bud-
get and a 2.69% increase in the tax
levy. This increase in the tax levy is
well below the Consumer Price In-
dex and below the New York tax cap
threshold for individual school dis-
tricts.

Budget planning sessions were fo-
cused on consideration of the impor-
tance of continuing to offer all of the
programs and services the Lew-Port
community expects and relies on at
our school district. The proposed
budget continues support of Lewis-
ton-Porter’s extensive academic pro-
grams at all levels, its art and music

programs, the district’s athletic pro-
grams and also Lew-Port’s Commu-
nity Education program, which has
been a great way to connect our com-
munity to our schools more deeply.

The proposed budget also allows
for continued development and
implementation of social-emotional
programming. This programming
has been so crucial to the Lew-Port
school community and will continue
to be to ensure everyone’s well be-
ing is a priority allowing academic
achievement to follow. This budget
reflects careful and conservative fis-
cal planning while being mindful of
our residents and taxpayers.

The budget vote and Board of Edu-
cation election will take place from
7 am. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 17,
in the Community Resource Center,
multipurpose room. If you would like
to request an absentee ballot applica-
tion, please contact Marisa 1. Barile,
district clerk, at 716-286-7266 or by
email at mbarile@lew-port.com.

Please be on the lookout for the
newest edition of the district Link,
which will hit mailboxes this week.
The Link contains information about
the Board of Education candidates
and extensive information about the
budget vote.
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Join your hosts: Joanie & Linda Lou
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Nov. 7-9 - Amish-Landcaster, PA - “DAVID" & Christmas Show

Nov. 16-18 - Fest. of Lights/Oglebay Park - Wheeling, WV

Dec. 1-5 - Nashville Country Christmas/Grand Ole Opry

:

Visit WXRL.com for more details
Listen to WXRL 24/7 on 1300AM/95.5FM &

Streaming LIVE @ WXRL.com
Fora FREE brochure, call 716-681-1313 Mon-Fri 9am-4pm
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Lewiston Dems
honor Chris Borgatti

Town of Lewiston Councilman John Jacoby, left, is shown with Chris Bor-
gatti, chair of the Niagara County Democratic Committee, at a reception
Sunday honoring Borgatti as the 2022 Lewiston Democrat of the Year. The
Lewiston Democratic Committee presented the event.

Borgatti, who assumed the chairman’s position last year, was recog-
nized for “his dedication and service to the Democratic Party, both in Lew-
iston and across New York state.”

The celebration at the Niagara Frontier Country Club included a num-
ber of county Democratic officials in attendance and featured remarks by
newly elected North Tonawanda Mayor Austin Tylec. (Submitted photo)
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LCTV Channel 1301
April 18th - May 1st
Mon 3am, 10am, 3pm - Wed 4am, 4pm, 10pm
Thur 3am, 10pm « Fri 10:30am
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Guest: Maruog
Author of “Telling Tales Out of School”

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from...

402-1046

C[HE GRANITE SHOI)

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS , .
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presented by
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Full Card of Racing

Friday, May 13th

Mark Cerrone Presents a
Full/Card of Racing

Gates open at 6pm ¢ Racing 7:15pm
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